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RABAT - SALÉ. 
HOLY CITIES OF THE TWO BANKS 


Saïd Moubre 


1. doimdsetion 


Atthe heart of he capital of the Moruccan Kingdom, the Bou Regreg, 
a river rich in history, divides the agglomeration of Rabat and Salé, 
winding through the expanse of a magnificent valley of close 10 four 
thousand hectares On both sides, endless landscapes extend a far ax 
the eye can see, over à widih of some fificen lslometres. En this place, 
the water, the sky, tbe earth, tbe plants are animated in a magical 
orchestration, à source of fascination and emotion, 

Human setilcments at the mouth of the Bou Regreg— probably since 
the Phoenicians and the Carthaginians, and certainly since the Roman 
setihement at Sala Colonia—seem 10 have faced not the Atlantic Ocean 
bat rather the banks of the river. Some Imndred kilometres long, the 
river reaches the acean through à substantial bar situated around seven 
hundred metres from the entrance channel, which runs almost parallel 
40 the coast over a fairly long distance, Because the bar is x0 shallon. 
the draughe of shipe was long limited, up indeed 10 the beginning of 
the twentieth century 

Hence, along the length of the Bou Regreg, the medinas of Salé and 
Rabat have, simce the construction of their initial urban nuclei, turned 
their backs to the sou. y much equal in area, these medinas have. as 
Ahcir respective nuclei, the Banu Ashara quarter, built in the cleventh 
century on the right bank. and tbe Ribat of Abd al-Mu‘min, built in 
1150 on the left bank, Their presence on the two banks of the river is 
not limited to the elegant urban skylines dhey offered in the past. Boris. 
belvederes srdes, semaphores, crenellated walls, decorated urban gates. 
frame the river and embellish it on both of its sides. Further back. 
the ochre minarets of the Jama al-Atiq, of the Jama al-A'dam and 
Hiseun, built of the same ochre stone, and the curves of the whiterted 
cupolas of the numerous sages, accentuate the horizontal contrasts of 
the buildings, in the past very low, that embrace the smooth foundations 
of the medinas seen from the nverside, 
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Thanks 10 this river, and the respective fluvial ports of these medi- 
nas, à maritime destiny was assured, à destiny that made them famous 
at the time they were created, then, principalhy, in dhe fourteenth and 
seventeenth centunes. We often forget thaï these Auvial ports, estab- 
led long ago on the Bou Regreg emtuary, were the only ones on the 
Moroccan Atlantic coast mever to be subjugated or subject 10 foreign 
domination, up to the French Protectorate in 1912, This fluvial port 
tradition now remains only in the toponymy, widi Bab al-Bhar (Sea 
Gate) on the left bank and Bab Mrisa (Gate of the Small Port) on the 
right bank. It seems, today, to have been completely erased from 
the history of the nvo cities and this has erased, 100, just how much 
the two cities ve 10 the river that links them-—and, consequentiy the 
river itself, the vector of their history and their historical patrimons: 

is the river that marks the history of a number of highly important 
monuments in the Bou Regreg valley Such is the case with Sala Colo- 
mia which later contained the Marinid necropolis of Chellah-with 
the Qaaba of the Oudaya, overhanging the mouth who entrance it 
commands, with he Hassan minaret and the Almohad mosque. And it 
is ikewise the case with Bab al-Bhar which led 10 the Sureet of Consuls 
in Rabat, and Bab Mrisa; and with the channel that linked the river to 
the dockyard within the walls, in the medina of Salé, and so on, More 
important and meaningful was de imprint of he sacre that tyese twin 
Gites saled, through and by virtue of 1be river. 

In the sections that follonx, we shall try to sketch this history from à 
fresh viewpoint: that of à river and of the holy cities on the two banks, 
devoted 10 the expansion of Islam, to the glorification of faith, and 
maritime fho4, We shall naturally give particular attention, over the 
period in question, to monuments, remains, and to the material traces 
Of this sacred imprint, 10 be seen in the architectural and urban char- 
acteristies of the agglomerations at the mouth of the Bou Regreg, In 
this regard, we must pay homage to those who, like ‘Abd al-Mu'min, 
Ya qub al-Mansur, Sidi al-Yaburi, Sidi ben Asher, al-Ayyashé, and many 
others, have contnibuted to sanctifying dre wrban entities on the two 
banks, and to developing fait and piety ün this estuary that devoted 
mself, very early on, 10 holy war in the furthest Muxtim West, We shall 
also give attention to the relations developed, by the two banks, with 
akAndalue multiple relations whose effects shenved through in many 
fields, and especially in that of the closed universes of dwellings in 
Rabat and Salé, in their design and their furnishing. 











RABAT - SALÉ. HOLV CITIES OF THE TWO BANRS 65 


2. Juitial xrban nvdei 


2.1 The left ban: The Qasba of the Oudpa 


From the tenth century on, the site of Rabat was marked by its sacred 
character, reflected in à ribat, den in an Almoravid fortress on die cdge 
of the cb on the left bank of ile Bou Regreg. In this natural defen- 
sive position, dominating the estuary from some thirty metres, ‘Abd 
al-Mumin, the first sovereign of the Almohad dymasty, built, in 1150, 
a fortress bringing together fighters for the faith, a staging point in the 
Almohad epic for the expansion of Islam and the conquest of Andalusis. 
The fortress contained à caliphal residence, à mosque, and reservoirs 
fed by aqueduets that took in their water from Ain Ghrbula. Rarmparts 
of dremsed stone, with jutting elements, embraced the irregularities of 
the diff, giving it further hesght and making it still more inaccessible. 
This construction, which largely corresponds to the present Qasba of 
the Oudaya, was called Mahdiya, in memory of Mahdi Tu Tumart, 
creator of the unitary Almoliud doctrine. 

À small town of ten hectares or s0, à city in miniature, this Almo- 
had fortress, ementially designed to accommodate, around its walls, the 
assembly of fighters for the faith who were 10 go and wage à holy war 
in Spain, was to become the first nucleus of the city of Rabat. It is 
da the Qasba that is to be found the oldest mosque in Rabat, al-Jana 
als Atiq {the old mosque}, which risex at the highest point of the Qasba 
and is one of dhe fit Almohad xanctuaries! 

Abd al-Mu'min frquently stayed in hs princely residence, wliere 
be died in 1163, Between Marrakesh, capital of the Almohad Empire, 
and the Straits of Gibraltar, the Ribat was essentialy a place designed 
t0 accommedate, around its walls, the assembly of fighters for the faith 
who were to go and wage war against tbe Christians of Spain: a point 
in the road of jihad, which passed by akKaar al-Kebir and al-Kear ale 
Sghir. I was not until the reign of Yaqub al-Mansur :1184-1190 that 
this sacred territory. casly accessible from the south and the north of 


 Throogh che centuries, th agghmerston received furdhes, mccrmive design 
ces: he Rabat Foctress, the Sale Chadel, be Qba. the Palace. the Andaliain 
Qbe ce Le penens spraéon go back do LES, ne ce sal Monkey “AI 
ab-Raheass de Oudaya tbe fun Fer, what rem of thus tribe setleil 
in de Qabes hic me der ht eminhebed and he ver Bora the name of 
us ve 


46 SAÏD MOCLINE 


Morocco, at once didinet from and neigbbour to the city of Salé on 
the other bank of the Bou Regreg, would become a grandiose city, 
starting from dbe Ribar. 


22 The right bank: dhe Bans Ahors quart 


Seated on à dight eminence of some twemty metres at the mouth of 
the Bou Regreg, on the right bank and facing its twin city of Rabat, 
Salé is situated by the side of he sea, turning its back to the Atlantic 
Ocean: this ocean which rocks it constanthy with the murmuring and 
sounds of its well, has a mainly decorative value, À maritime city in 
appearance, sometimes intensely so, Salé has remained land-based and 
secret, and it has always bad à reputation for piety. 

This ceputation was forged in tbe cleventh century and truly con. 
firmed from the twellth, when the whole Bou Regreg estuary region 
made up a sacred territory dedicated 10 holy war, à rallying poënt for 
volunteers of the Faith For jiked in Andalusa and à port in constant 
relation with Seville. The first urban nucleus was formed by Andabusi 
fatnilies—notably that of the Basu 'Ashara, princes of Umayyad ori- 
gn come from al-Andalus—which senled in Salé durmg the eleventh 
century, Major patrons, the Banu ‘Ashara proved 10 be especially 
generous 10 the intellectuals, poets and musicians of al-Andalus® In 
1124. Ibn Tumart. who later founded the Almohad movement, was 
accommodated in their palace, of which, however, no trace has been 
found. From the twelfth century Salé was to witness a noteworthy urban 
development, and the first nucleus was to constitute, in the twclfth 
century, the otÿs religious pole under the Almohad dynasty: one that 
would be confirmed, eutarged and embellished under tbe Mari 
the fourteenth century. 





3. The Aimohad pic 


31 Te bft bank: Ribat al-Fath 


Starting frocm the Ribat of Abd al-Mu'min on the Left bank of the Bou 
Regreg, his grandson Yaïqub al.Mansur, heir 10 an empire stretching 
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from Castille to Tripoli, was Lo plan à grandiose city, surrounded by 
imposing walls set with monumental gatrs and endoerd with à gigantic 
mosque, Hassan, in which a whole army would be able 10 pray: 

At the end of the twelfih century, à substantial surrounding wall 
was built to protect the south and west faces of the city. It was formed 
of to long rectilinear walls, intersecting at an acute angle; the total 
length was more than 5 kilometres, the thickness more than 2 metres, 
the average height around 8 metres. Thus, an area of about 420 hect- 
ares, comprising the high plateau that dominates the Chellah today, 
was enclosed to assure the security of the knwer parts of the city in 
case of attack" 

Atthe highest point of this wall, Bab al-Ruah, a monumental artistic 
masterpiece, exhibited, Hke the gate of the Qaiba. à design of intere 
twined elements around the opening, in the form of à Mooriah arch set 
in à rectangular frame, As with Bab Agnaou im Marrakesh, large arches 
take up and enlarge the movement of the arch of the gate, encircting 
à with an aurcole of winding acute points, topped with a large frieze 
of Kafic inseriptions.* 

Within this surrounding wall, in the northeast part of the city above 
the river and facing the se, at à height almost equal to that of the 
Qasba, Ya'qub al.-Mansur ordered the building of à huge mosque 
that was never in fact to be completed; it would have been one of the 
greatest sanctuaries of the Muslim world? 

Extending over an area of some two-and-a-half hectares the edi- 
fice was laid out in rigorousy ymmetrical fashion, by reference 10 a 
Rreai central axis leading 10 the mibrab, At the other end of dis axis, 
the minaret was inserted in the north façade, jutting on to the interior 
and exterior of the great courtyard. This was tbe only minaret in 
the whole of the Muslim West 10 oocupy such a poution. À minarct 


2 Le ou ef ral crrctrd y de Almahadh, is mareieg enter, Lai 
1 very solid concret rech in lime, Han shown admicable resistance. by regular 
square teaers 8 curtasn was crosvnrd by à rampart wralkwean, bordered on tbe ootède 
dy a parapes miune tige were cenered vrith small pyramats. The west rataquart was set 
vds four gas, at (ai regular antervah: Bab ab-Alou, Eab al-Had, Bah al.Ruah, arf 
the South besg acoanlly part of the Royal Fabre. The omth camnpart had only 00e 
ser, Bols Zaec. 

+ “These Moroccan gates ave avliputally among de most beautiful in the word." 
Henri Terrasse, in L'on bopans-œuweaque des as XUP aide, Publicason de 
ne op need sms G. Ven Out 19521 
fes he vent Muslin work}, Soanoera Monque is frony dsplryed a 
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of exceptional amplitude today called the Hasan Tower, it spreads 
towards the sky a sumptuous decoration, distnibuted over four faces 
wuh distinct compositions. 

In 1199, the death of Yaqui al-Mansur interrupted the works, ani 
his great foundation, Ribat al-Fath—ie., Victory Camp, in testimony 
to the success achieved in the holy war against the Christians in 
Spain—never received the population its walls could have sheltercd. 
The mosque remained unfinished, and its famous minaret, though 
berefi of its wpper part, remains the living symbol of the Almohad's 
greatest urban project, alongside the works they undertook in the two 
metropolises of Marrakesh amd Seville, The three towers, the Koutou- 
bia, the Girakda, and Haxean bght up the Almohad path like beacors, 
testifying to the same artistic breaïh that animated the two shores of 
the Straits of Gibraltar. 


3.2 The night ax: ax oriente bi-poler city 


Under the Almohads, Salé was given new ramparts on the north and 
southeast sdes The façades on the riverside and facing the sa remained 
open. In 1196, Ya qub al-Mansur had bail à new, quite vast moque 
in place of the original one whose roof had collapsed, The Great 
Mosque ts still today called at-faina al-A'damn, or Masjd al-Tal a, This 
mosque sil occupies the une site, but owes its present appearance to 
the restorations of the eightcenth century Ie has à majestic minaret, 
in sculpted stone, that dominates re skyline of the whole cry and a 
monumental gate. 

Thus, the urban fabrice became organized between this religious 
pole in the northnwest, centred around the mosque, and an economic 
pole in the southeas, centred around the eq and the Qisaria. is 
to be noted that the whole urban layout would progressively take its 
form from the Tal'a quarter, being cleary oriented by reference to the 
Aliohad mosque. In fact, tbe division into quarters, and, in particular, 
the layout of the main arteries, is either from cast to west, parallel to 
the qidéa wall of the Great Mosque (Bab al-Jdid to Bab Sibta, Bab bou 
Haja 10 Bab Ferth,, or ele from north 10 south (from Sidi ben Achir 


Wide » henght cf 44 moetres ane à epaare section of à lle over 06 metres. 
2° Lim mm fee the mont important cf the thece great Amobad minaretr ies demermaen 


rmcsques, dhe Koutoabiya in Marrakesh. aund tbe Girahta in Seville. 
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10 Bab Mrisa, from the north cemetery meurs Bab Chaf ‘a to Bab Fès). 
perpendicular to it. This shoues the extent 10 which the gible wall of 
the Jama® al-A'dam regulates the urban layout of the town. 

In contributing consderably 10 the urbanization of tbe mouth of 
the Bou Regreg, Yaïqub al-Mansur also, for the first time in their his- 
torx linked the cities of the two banks, through à removable bridge: 
a remarkable feat of technology that won him de admiration of his 
contempararies. 


4. Marinid rule 


41 The def bont 


From the end of Almohad rule around the mid-thirteenth century mp 
to tbe beginning of the seventrenth century, the importance of Rabat 
diminished considerably: only the monuments raised by the Marinids 
im dhe fourteenth century bear witness Lo this pernod. À case in pount 
is the Jama alKbir, the “Great Monque." which is today the largest 
sanctuary in the medina, Near this mosque chere remain the traces of 
a beautiful fountain. A little apart, near Sidi Fatah street, the Hammam 
al:fdid, buik by tbe sultan Abu ‘Inan, goes back to the same penod.! 

However, the most important monument of this period is the funer- 
ary mausoleum of the Marinid dynasty, or Chellah mecropalis. On the 
site of Rabat, dominating the left bank of the Bou Regreg, Chellah 
dhsplays the majestic remains of the Marinid royal necropolis, enchos. 
ing, within its walls, the ruins of Sala Antica. The later, together with 
Volubilis, marked the furthest extent of the Roman province of Maure. 
tania Tingitana. Sala is mentioned by ancient authors only from the 
frst century on (Pomponius Mela and Pliny the Elder}, but it seeuus 10 
have been a staging pont for the Phoenicians frous the seventh century 
B.C.* Tr is not Gil the end of the thirteenih century that Saks re-appears 
{Chellah, in Arabic texts). The Marinid sultan Abu Yusuf Ya qub 





prised, in abigrment, de ani rooens of Roman bats: veut rouen, ccdd room, warm 
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id. 1286 chene this site for the royal necropolis of his dynasty. He built 
there a masque and it dependencies, together with mauxoleums for 
his remains and those of bis family In the mid-fourtcenth century; his 
descendant Abu Hasan enlanged dhis later nucleus, encircled it with 
a wall set with three gates, and built a madrasa with a minaret and 
a bath. Chellah was accessed through a main gate, facing Bab Zaer 
in de Rabat wall. lt was a beautiful gate made of sandstone, richly 
decorated, having evo towers with cut-off cornere, broadened at their 
top. Inside, a path was laid out, dividing the wo hills that formed the 
site, On the lower sde, to the right, were the ancient ruins,® and facing 
them was he Marinid necropolis. 


42 The right baxt 


Salé, the Castillians fes Moroccan target, was sacked im 1200, The 
Marinid Ya qub re-conquered it, then plugged its breaches by reinforc. 
ing the ocean side and raiding dhe great gate called Bab al. Mrisa (Gate 
of the Small Port. During tbe Marinid period. the defence system was 
supplemented and consolidated generally, and the city was endowed 
with mumerous mommementx À beautiful wall in stone was raised où the 
riverade and a maritime dockyard was built, linked 10 che fluvial port 
by two channels within the city, Two monumental gates, one of them 
Bab al-Mrisa to the south, allowcd the passage of boats. 

Among the most important elements of this period, we should 
particularly mennon the reinforcing of the rehgious pole of the city: 
in 4342, Che magnifcent Abu T-Haeun madraes, regarded as one of 
the wonders of Marinid ant, was completed near the Great Mosque, 
Although one of the smallest madrasas of the Marinid period, 
worthy of interest from various viewpoints. Adjacent to the Jama’ al- 
Ada, it has the feature, notable for thés type of institution, of revealing 








The excnvased part cf cdd Sa is organérel around the emain vodueax, the Dieu 
avmus Masse. Here are 10 be found the main ancovered enoaamente shops to the 
ob of ile cateay, tbe ana teanple of due Rowian cut, and be <aquaol en de upper 
terra: and, a de heart de forum. aid out in tbe courtyard of a pre-Rorman temple, 
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a whole façade, testifing to a judicious architectural composition and 
urban integration. The monuments graduated portal, next 10 which a 
beautiful fountain was budr, is assuredly one of the lovehest of its type. 
It combines, with à rare happiness, à tympanum of some and à canopy 
of wood, both sculpted with refmement. The building is centred on an 
inner courtyard whose small dimensions! are forgotten in the exactes 
of the proportions, the richness and harmony of the decoration and 
the strength of the dhrust towards the sky. 

Moreover, a maristan (hospital for mental sickness),® an aqueduct 
whose starting point was the springs of Ain Baraka, the building of 
Zawiyat al-Nussak, à place for receiving learned men, ascetics, the 
pious, and s0 on—all these achievements reflect the interest die Mari- 
nids 100k, for close 10 à century, in Salé and, more generally, in the 
mouth of the Bou Regreg. where they built the funerary necropolis of 
their dynasty. 

Between the ekeventh and the fourteenth centuries Salé knew real 
agricultural and commercial property: it imported oil from Seville 
and exported grain, becswax, skins, wool, and indigo, According 10: 
al-ldrisi, “ships from Seville and all the maritime cities of Andabusia 
anchored there… [they] 100k supplies towards the whole of maritisnie 
Andalusia." 

During this era, illuurious men, theologians, men of learning, 
scholars, were active, notably Sidi Ahmad ben ‘Asher, an interpréter 
Of Shadhali thought and an important Moroccan mystical figure 
furteemth century already bessed with ample enlightenment, He was 
one of the venerated saints of the city of Salé and became its patron. 
His mausoleum is à dosninant feature of the splendid marine cemetery 
which bears bis name,® and which, at once, extends the religioux pole 
of Salé and divides it from the Atlantic Ocean. 





5. The Bou Regrog Repubtie 


Atthe beginning of che seventeenth centurs the King of Spain, Philip 
ML, issued à seriex of edictatt expelling Marais froen he kmgilont: these 


1 Aroumd 32 square metres. 

© The proxent-dey Feng Asbour. 

ON an inétial area of soene 20 hrctares. 
#°Thone of 4 Augunt 160, 3 December 164. eue. 
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were ki as Andahwans a Morocco and Moriscus in Spain. Amoirg 
them were the inhabitants of the city of Hornachos, the Hornacheros,® 
who setiled at the mouth of the Bou Regreg. They were subsequentty 
joined by other Andalusian refugees, and so it was Chat, from 1610, 
the mouth area took in a large population of Muslim refugces driven 
out from Andalusis and setiling and organiring dhemseives in the cities 
of he two banks. 

In 1627, after pumerous ups and dewns,* the Republic of the Two 
Banks was prochaimed: and this united New Salé (Rabat) and Old Salé 
(Salé for à few decades in à common destiny. “Thanks to the initiative 
of its imhabitants, and its position allowing it to command the entrance 
to the river and the port, he Qasba immediately became the capital 
of the new state." The Bou Regreg estuary then, with the maritime 
had, entered the most tumultaous period of its history, became famous 
for the exploits of its Concsirs, who, as à Vanguard of maritime Islam, 
woured the Atlanti, showed their colours in British waters, at the 
mouth of the Thames, in Iceland, proving their prowess in distant and 
dangerous expeditions, as far as Acadia and Newfoundland. 

In the seventeenth, then in the cighteenth centuries, those who came 
0 be known as the "Salé Corirs” privateered on board light boats 
of dhe Mediterranean or Lasitanian type (tartans, brigantines, xebecs, 
pinques, polacks caravels, ete. The most intense period of this activity 
correspond to the duration of the Bou Regreg Republic (1027-1666), 
during which ships’ manpower was around forty units. Privaterring did 
in fact exiat before Salé, but, according 10 Jacques Caillé and Roger 
Coindreau,* “it was neitber well developed nor truly dangerous” 1e was 
not until the first Half of the seventeenth century that it became “the 
veritable “industry” of the inhabitants of the Bou Regreg Republic.""” 

In contrast to Algiers, Tunis, or Tripoli, which privateered at this time 
an the Mediterranean, the “Salé Corsairs,” in the vanguard of martine 
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Lilas, esentially operated in the Atlantic, 11 was indeed oc the vaut, 
perilous ocean that they accomplished their most remarkable exploits. 
They launched highly dangerous expeditions, reaching Newfoundland, 
some two thousnd miles from their base, and acquired à fearsome 
reputation, making the Bou Regreg estuary the cradle of holy war. 

This period was naturally marked by numerous works and modifica- 
tions to the urban entities on both banks of tire Bou Rogreg, Tire Qu, 
mainly occupied by the Hornacheros, saw its surrounding defence set 
in order, its wall repaired: embrasures were pierced for cannon, houses 
and baths were built within the walls, along with pumerous underground 
passages for which plans have been succesully established by Jacques 
Caillé,® Wishing to augment their strength and bave poople they could 
rely on, the Hornacherus brought further Andalusian refuges inter 
Morocco, setiling near the Qasba and in the already inhabited quarter 
close to the river Thus, as the ribat of Abd al-Momin had been at 
the origin of Ribat al-Fath, s0 the Hornachercs' Qasba was 10 give 
birih to the Andalusian city of Rabat. 

“The history of Morocco has preserved 1he memory of the “Salé 
Corine! However, this term may be confusing, leading us to bebevr 
the pirates lived in dhe present ciry of Salé. He is explained by the fact 
Ahat, in the 17h century, the name Rabat was not known, only that of 
Salé: New Salé and OM Salé. In reality, the inhabitants of OK Salé 
remained strangers to piracy, whose instigators were the Moriscos who 
were setiled on the lefi bank of the Bou Regreg…and who regarded 
Ahis activity as one of the forms of holy war? History, likewise, pre 
serves the memory of à tumultuous port that bears, more than others, 
the marks of European divilization. 


6. Urben itontities and sprificitie 


G1 The ef bank: from Andalusian city 4 imperial residence 
In Rabat, the Andahsian city was te oceupy a part of the interior 
within tbe Almohad surrounding walk an urban area of some hundred 
hectares, including the Marinid ékements and delimited to the sontheast 
by the construction of à new wall. Beginning clor 10 Bab al-Had. 





# See Cailé, Le République, 214 
See Coté, Le République. 724-276 
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Andalusian wall links tbe twelfh-century curtain to de HIT donisrating 
the Bou Regreg. where Borj Sidi Makblouf is located? Thux the broad 
lines of the ciey on the left bank or the medina of Rabat, sketched 
in the twelfih, then in the fourteenth century, truly 100k shape in the 
seventeenth century During this period its opening to the maritime part 
of the river became confirmed, and this orientation remains evident in 
its urban framework defined by two main perpendicular arteries: the 
Street of Consuls running alongside the river, which constimated the 
dys economie pole, and Souiqa Seret, a main axis running alocgsde 
the Great Mosque in the fourteenth century and hnkang Bab al-Had 
to the Sueet of Consuls, then to Bab al-Bliar, or the Sea Gate, which 
opens on to the fluvial port. 

The Street of Comuls, in view of its location between the Qasba 
and the fluvial port, is certainly one of the oldest arteries of the city 
and would play an important role in the seventeenth and eightcenih 
centuries, The progressive opening up to Europe was demonstrated in 
dis streel's cosmopolitan ambiance, vibrant as it was with tbe rhythm 
of the fuvial ports activities. The agents in question, while concernei 
10 protect the interests of their nationalk, also playrd à political role: 
their governments charged them with negotiating and paying ransoms 
for the liberadon of captives The Surcet of Consuls would progresively 
become inhabited by the representatives of many foreign nations, First 
the legations of Sweden, Denmark, Holland, and France: then would 
come the representatives of England, Spain and Portugal, then those 
of Haly, Austris-Hungary. Germany the United States, ete. 

Between the taking of the estuary in 1666 by Moulay ak-Rashid, 
founding father of the Alawi dynasty; and the beginning of the twen- 
deth century, Rabat witnessed substantial changes While these hd not 
affect the urban framework of the medina, the extensions and new 
monuments set in place in the cighteenth and ninetcenth centuries 
progressively gave it another major character, that of imperial residence, 
Initially, under the first Alawi sovercigns up 10 Moulay Sliman at the 
beginning of the ninetcenth century, the city remaincd dedicated to 
its privateering activities This explains the interest taken in the Qasba 
which had become à malägax fortress, and the mumerous constructions 





7 Kectilimear and Aardheud by toners, tbe Ansdaliaan wall, much extered for more 
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Chellah. 
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and modifications set is place there, and the work of maritime defence 
aandertaken throughout this peñod, On the other hand, tbe coneraction 
by Sidi Muhammad ben ‘Abd Allah, around the end of the eighteenth 
centurs of a palace and a great masque in the routhwest part of the Almo 
had enclosure underlined dhe importance attributed to it by sovereigns. 
During the reign of Moulay Sliman, this new character of the 
city ras still further confrmed. Indecd. his mereigu had a palace 
built by the side of the sea, called Dar al-Bahr and a number of 
sanctuaries, induding the mosque sited at the corner of Bouiba and 
Souiqa strects, which beans his name, He restorcd Bab al-Had and Bar 
Chelah, and ordered the construction of à millal {Jewish quarter) at 
die eastern end of the medina, on land occupied up dll then by the 
last great orchards within the walls of the Andalusan cite In addi- 
tion, at the beginning of tbe nineteenth century probably, an exter- 
nal rampart of a total length of 4,300 metres was built, It extended 
the Almobad enchosure 10 the south and doubled it in the west an 
far as the Atlant, s0 enclosing an ares of more than 840 hectares. 
Then. in the second half of the nineteenth century Sidi Muhammad 
ben ‘Abd al-Rahman completed the construction of a new palace 
in the southwest part of the Almohad enclosure and consequently 
revived the small imperial town previonsy created in the same place. 
Atthe beginning of the tentieth century Rabat to0k on a new face, 
Éeming just à single agglomeranon. Even though the population was still 
concentrated in the medina, withan the Andalisian wall the momimente 
built in the space défimited by the Almohad wall marked the imperial 
residential character acquired by the city frons that moment on. 





G2 The right bank 


Up to the beginning of the twentieth century, Salé continacd strongly 
to bear the imprint of a pious cieyz in the layout of de city as seen 
above, but Bkewise in tbe number, nature and specific features of bull. 
ing or social tradition chat had been preserwed. The city has in fact 
sixty mosques, near which were mis, or Quranie schooke% It las some 
forty saints, whose gacobs were sited within or without the walls, and 
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twenty-four public fountains, more than half of which still constantiy 
prnided waïer. 

La 1918, the city, which covered almost half of the area enclosnd by 
the wall? sas divided into a dozen quarters* I contained a popula- 
don of around 17,000 people, around ten per cent of them Jewish. The 
substantial extent of this Jewidh population goes back to the exodus 
provoked by the Inquisition in Spain. The Jewish population of Salé 
ad seuled near Bab Hsxen, in the Millah al-Qdim quarter. At tre 
beginning of the ninetecnth century, the sultan Moulay Sliman had a 
millak built 10 he southavext Of the city: it was à new quarter, marked 
out from others by the regular way it was laid out, The Jewish cemetery 
was outside the city, and, in 1918, the Jewish population of Salé was 
Hraded by the rabbi Raphael Angora, one of the best Inewn authori- 
des of the Jewidi community in Marocco.” 

Salé remained one of the main intellectual centres in Morocco, Tlre 
inteBectual movement which had reached its peak during the Marinid®® 
period was prolonged, notably through the magisterial work of à high- 
ranking Salé functionary from the Makhzan named Ahmed ben Khalid 
al-Naciri, an important witnes 10 nineteenth<entury Morocco and 
author of AbHriiga, the last major compilation of the Muslinr history 
of Morceco. Finally. Salé is the only éity in the whole of Morocco 10 
have kept abve the “procession of candies:" celebrated there annally in 
commemoration of the Prophets birth® On the eve of the Mouloud, 
a procession is formed near Dar Chakroun, where, each year, imposing 
candelabras are restored, whose sides are finely lung with thousands of 
üny wax moufs in the most various colours Dressod in their glttering 
outfits. the Salé boatmen bear the seven decorated candles that are 
the chief crnaments of the procession. The procession is accompanied 
by muse, along à route that passes, notably, by the Sidi Ahmad Hajj 





+ Au can be seen from the serial veus of tbe time. Berween dis urbarired 00e 
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mausoleuns, dhe Great Suq and the Great Mosque, before reaching tlue 
sanctuary of Sidi ‘Abd Allah ben Hasun, where the mont beautiful 
candle is placed at tbe centre of the cupola dominating the catafalque. 
Still today, this urban procession, experienced as he central moment 
of à great religious feast, marks, throughout its route, the principal 
moments and monuments atteing Co he Faith and piety at have 
characterized the history of the Salé medina. 


7. Spatial configuratien and social ergavization 


Analysés of the plan of Rabat's medina leads to a distinction between 
à central zone on the one hand, and, on the other, peripheral quare 
ters located to the west, north, and east aides of the medina. In the 
central zone, access ways istreets, alleyx, derbs: exhibit an irregular 
layout, while the residential zones, in enclosed wholes, are made up 
of urban blocks grouped around major residences In the peripheral 
quarters, al.Gza, Sidi Fateh, al-Alou and above all the Millah. land 
division takes the form of à regular layout made up of à central axis 
from whose vo aides perpendicular and parallel stroets service blocks 
of a width of two parcels The rligions monuments erected in Rabat 
under the Alawi dynasty, from the seventeenth to the beginning of he 
twentieth century, constitute, by virtue of their number, an imposing 
architectural array. 

In the Salé medina, whose main orientations have been noted above, 
the religions pole is framed by major residences, some with rise by 
numerous dependencies and even by private cemeteries. The residential 
quarters surrounding tbe economic pole are of à smaller size and are 
often more modest. Acrial views from the beginning of the century 
show how, between the central urbanired zone and the walls, there 
were mainly saxérs, orchards, and agricultural land, Among the main 
readential quarters were La Tal'a, Ras al-Shajra, Blida, al-Guezzarin, 
al-Millah al-Qdim, al-Soff, al-Souiqa, etc. 

In both cities, the residential zones and quarters, of variable size, 
comprise neighbouring units within the urban whole. Each quarter has 
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collective services for the provision of residents" daily needs: bread over, 
Quranée school, fountain, and small trades, plus. in à wider ring, concen- 
ne or not, à district mosque, à jeu, à Avmmam, ete. fn the medinas 
of Rabat and Salé, the quarter may not always have been distinct as 
à angle physical entity, but it formes à social unity, or £ama, essentially 
brought about by à ccammuniey of interest berween imhabitants, Each 
huma had à certain number of dés, which constituted the fundameral 
social spaces of the medina. The derb was structured fronn the residence 
sited at te eml of à cul-de-sac linked to à family of notables from 
which it often t00k its name. Froës the heart of the db to its end, the 
two sides were ined with à certain number of houses reflecting kinship 
relations or client relations with the families owning them, 

The difference in scale, atmosphere, and function to be observed 
between rsdential quarters and the great commercial arteries siens 
from à fundamental diférence in architectural layout, The road networks 
crosing the muqs were delimited by organie structures bu linear 
«res and opening on to tbe public space. The alleys and cul-de-sacs 
of the residential quarters were determined by the blind perimeters of 
organic structures built with à central courtyard. In this type of onga- 
nization, the déré thus constituted à Grst degree of spacing, part of 
larger mechanisu whereby raidential units were isolated vixävis the 
exterior. This is a mode of grouping 10 be observed fairy generally in 
the urban fabries of Arab-Muslim cities, 





8, The anirerse 9 bosses ie Rabat and Saié 


On the architecrural level, each unit of residence was organized around 
a central courtyard; this was the focal space, the trie moches from which 
and around whéch all the houses" constituent elements combined to form 
a spatial unit, The most prosperous residences were developed arounil 
a courtyard of large dimensions: they might indeed have two or more 
courtyards, including private gardens, a homme, a stable, plis lodging 
for guests, srvants, ete, We may Bkewis note, in Rabat and Salé, a 
large number of mezeks on the terraces. Largely open on one or more 
sides, and providing a panoramic urban viex without, though, allons 
ing any glimpse at neighbouring courtyards!, the menz was à Leisure 
space where the master of the house coukl receive at the end of the 
afiernoon. Ofien adorned by à central bas or mural fountain. the 
courtyanl was generally border-d by a gallery which could be partially 
or totally doubled on the first floor. 
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The construction symems and the materials used, similar in Rabat 
and Sal, played their part in giving houses analogous volumetric 
compositions, This was the case, 100, with the dimensons of the 
inner coartyards the habitation rooms surrounding them, te types 
of galleries, and the lambrequin or festoon arches that bondered the 
galleries or accentuated the entrances 10 the main rooms The use of 
stonc® made it possible, in both cities, to buikd on fairty thin walls to 
achieve light and elegant porticos and to use slender stone column. 
This gave slim, light and even audacious proportions to porticos: in 
contrast, for instance, 10 the resdences of Fez or Marrakesh, where 
pillars of a height of two metres ofien had diameters of 30 or 60 
centimetres, while in Rabat or Salé it was common 10 see columns 
of 25 or 30 centimetres in diameter rise to à height of 3 or 4 metres. 
The stone adorning the galleries and entrances 10 rooms was entirely 
sculpted before being kud, even if designed for à complicated arcade, 
In Rabat and Salé, the mason wax also a xtone-cutier and a seulptor. 
He prepared his work on the ground, stone by mtone, by compesing 
it horizontally, before it was constititrd on an improvised arch on the 
work site. Morrover, in Rabat and Salé, as in other coastal cites, the 
doons giving on to dhe streets were often adorned with frames in stone, 
made up of two pilaters topped by an archivolt, a design which was 
probably alien 10 Mushim art. We may also note the phalloid form of 
Anockers in wrought iron or copper® 

The Mooridh elements marlaing out residences in Rabat and Saké are 
especially 10 be found in the nature and division of decoration. This 
influence appears in the entrance doors adorned by designs borrowed 
from Spain, and also in the seoens, long archod vestibules leading 10 the 
inner courtyard. In the latter, the overall decoration marble-squared 
floon, chiselled plaster, carved wooden ceiling-—supphes a perspective 
ending on a central panel of sed, the Actes, notably displayed on 
the comer of the halbray: which runs throughout its length between 
two rows of benches interpersed with columns topped by lunbrequin 
arche 


# See de chuapiet, “Partcularités des masses de Kiohat,” an jrats Galhotd, Le Jardin 
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This influence also appears in the layout and desige of the inner 
courtyard, whose symmetrical composition makes openings harmanious 
and gives rise 10 a succession of mtone-cut arches along the gallery: large 
median lmbrequin arches between two smaller fesoon arches The 
inversion of these forms in the gallery on the first floor makes its contri- 
ation to an overall elegance, balance and harmony. Marble, eut stone, 
sulpted plaster, wroughi iron, painted carved wood, 2ellil are deployel 
on the courtyard's ground and façades; and these, by the richness and 
relinement of their execution, give the house it true statux 

Furniture is esentially made up of thick and comfortable couches, 
topped by cushions and encircling each room. The Moorish influ. 
ence is aho very evident in the sumptuous silk embroideries specific 
10 Rabat and Salé. Original in their designs and thew colours, they 
give the eushions, drapes and curtains the happy harmony possessed 
by the interiors of traditional residences in the two cities. It is quite 
clear that the Andalusians who seuled the Qasba, in Rabat or Salé, 
preserved dheir art and their sk in the new forms of urbaniem to 
which arranged spaces lent themselves. It was thus possible for certain 
of their practices 10 endure and develap, such ax gardening, irrigation 
ly waterwheels corsa and jeanaf, he growing of new varieties of fruits,” 
artistic sboemaking, tapestry, the art of binding, furniture of the Span- 
ish Renaissance and baroque styles with their succession of canopied 
beds and small cabled columns, together with the Andalusian music 
known as Gharnati 1e. from Granada: even family names still reflect 
this Spanish origin * 


% See Saët Moulin, “Trois demeures de Rabaï: Dir Cut Sound, ds Reghuaye 
ce die Hamon,” in Landes trad dans Les peys mendmans ant de la Midivrranie, 
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Q. Concéasion 


The urban and architectural patrimony sems froen the work of builders, 
froau dhe distinctive local art. and from social, cultural, historical, ccologi- 
cal, and other relations, multiple and différentiated: but lus conses 
from a single source, rather from a number of sources and a imultinade 
of exchanges. Hence, in the long run, de patrmony is dhe result of 
muliple deternining factors, dhe fruit of à cultural crossbreeding, or 
rather—t0 avoid any pejorative connotations that might be attached 
to this Last term—the outcome of “cross-fertihzation." 

In his remarkable work devoted 10 the Mediterranean, Fernand 
Braudel writes that “ewilizations are firmly attached to a geographical 
space and find, in their confrontation, their raison-d'être.” It is dhis 
viewpoint of confrontation as a motor of evolution in civilisations that 
interests us here, with specific reference 10 the historical evolution of 
the holy cities on the two banks of the Bou Regreg, It is of interest to 
us since the urban and architectural patrimon, at once a product and 
a factor of civikzation, bears witness 10 exchanges ruptures, changes 
that are displayed, placed, and archived within time, We might almost 
sy they form strata and sediments within time, and so forge unique 
stes and urban landscapes. 

1e is this unique character, resulting from à parücular ambiance 
an] atmosphere, that is remarkably reflected in the 1918 description 
of the estuary and the cities of the rwo banks by Jérome and Jean 
Tharaud, who had been invited by Hubert Lyautey, Resident-General 
of the French Protectorate in the Shanifi Kingdom since 1912: “At the 
mouth of a slow African river, where the sea enters broadly in long 
billows fringed with foum, two prodigious white cities, two cities from 
the Thousand and One Nights, Rabat al-Fath, the Camp of Victory, and 
Barbary Salé, send back, from one bank to the other, like two sanzas 
from the same poem, their whiteness and their terraces, their minarets 
and their gardens, their walls, their towers, their great cemeteries like 
Breton lands, like huge carpets of grey stone spread out by: the side 
of dhe ses. Further on, further up the river, in the midst of red Lands 
and itself red, rises the high square tuer of à vanidhod mosque. Still 
further on, à further city, or rather the ramparts of à ruined fortress, 
which is now a mere dream, a memory of stone in a grove of orange 
trees And from Rabat the white to white Salé, over the rivers broail 
estuary: from the solitary tower of Hassan in Chellah the mysterious, 
there x, from daven to desk, a son coming and going of starks, which, 
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drough the course oÙ their Might, Hok with aux invisible darea rene 
three cities of Hlam gathered in a narrow space, dhis wlitenese this 
greenness, these Water” 


Le it any imagination où is st my eyes Uhat see in this place one of the 
Lacliest spots is be much? As with the great birds, moy gare falls ou all 
of these digpersed beautes, one by ce, without ever roms wear)" 





The City in the Islamic World, Volume 94 of Handbook of 
Oriental Studies: Section 1; The Near and Middle East 
Editors Salma K. Jayyusi, Renata Holod, Attilio Petruccioli, 
Andre Raymond (Brill, 2008) 
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